Words in Context: Seals

A fish out of water is soon dead, but a seal out of water is just plain clumsy.  Seals are amphibious mammals.  This means that they are warm-blooded, air-breathing creatures that live on land as well as in the water.  In water, the seal is a sleek,  or smooth, swimmer much like a fish.  The seal’s tube-shaped body allows it to glide, dart, and dive, making it a finer fisher.  Its back feet are webbed like a duck’s, and the seal uses them like a fish tail to propel itself swiftly foreward.  The seal’s front limbs are flippers.  In water, the flippers allow the seal to quickly change direction.  On land they merely enable the seal to drag itself forward.  The seal’s ancient predecessors were land creatures.  Since their time, nature has redesigned the seal for living in water too.

1. The phrase amphibious mammals means

a. Animals that give birth to live young

b. Warm-blooded, air-breathing creatures that live on land and in water

c. Warm-blooded, air-breathing creatures

d. Creatures that live in the water

2. In this passage, sleek means

a. Shiny and glossy

b. Smooth

c. Elegant

d. Slender

3. The word propel here means

a. Pull

b. Push

c. Turn

d. Flip

4. What are flippers?
a. A seal’s feet

b. A seal’s back limbs

c. A seal’s tail

d. A seal’s front limbs

5. The word enable means

a. Make something possible

b. Make something probable

c. Make something not work well

d. Make something clumsy

6. The word predecessors means

a. The dead

b. Parents

c. Ancestors

d. Children
