The Age of Inventions Timeline
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THE AGE OF INVENTIONS

The eighteenth century, or 1700s, was a fruitful time for inventors. They
produced advances in many fields—music, timekeeping, and medicine, to name just a
few. Their contributions to history and culture amounted to more than inventions.
They made possible richer music, a keener sense of time, and longer lives.
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Reinventing Music

Since the early 1400s, musicians had been making do with a keyboard
instrument called a harpsichord. When a player pressed one of the keys, a pick inside
the harpsichord popped up and plucked a tight metal string. The string vibrated and
made a sound. How lightly or firmly the player touched the key made little difference
in tone. All sounds that the harpsichord made were equally loud. Any musician who
wanted to play softly or build to a loud finish was unable to do so.

In 1709 ltalian Bartolomeo Cristofori replaced the picks in a harpsichord with

l hammers. Instead of plucking the strings, the hammers hit them with the same force
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Taking Clocks to Sea
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Look at the timeline below.  Then match each pair of inventions below with the correct number of years that passed between the appearance of the first invention and the appearance of the second one.
	
	Fahrenheit thermometer/Celsius thermometer
	a.  18 years

	
	Piston-driven steam engine/improved steam engine
	b. 31 years

	
	Piano/steam-powered boat
	c. 29 years

	
	Spinning jenny/cotton gin
	d. 57 years

	
	Sextant/marine chronometer
	e. 82 years


