
In the early 20th century, a disease called pellagra was sweeping the United States.  People with the disease suffered itchy skin, diarrhea, dementia, and for many, even death.  In 1914, Joseph Goldberger, who was experienced at investigating epidemics, was asked to investigate pellagra.  He observed that people living in prisons and other institutions got pellagra, but the staff did not.  He tested his idea and found that a diet of fresh meat, milk, and vegetables cured pellagra and prevented it in healthy people.  He later injected himself and others with the scabs and blood of people infected with pellagra.  None of these people caught pellagra.  Goldberger carried out experiment after experiment – all showing that diet and not germs caused pellagra – but many people did not believe his conclusions.  Eight years after his death, it was shown that vitamin B cured pellagra.  Goldberger had been right.
1.  What question did Goldberger investigate?

a. What causes pellagra?

b. What is the healthiest diet?

c. What are the symptoms of pellagra?

d. What kinds of germs cause pellagra?

e. How come prison staffs do not get pellagra?

2. Which of the following best summarizes Goldberger’s conclusions about pellagra?

a. Vitamin B cures pellagra.

b. Pellagra cannot be cured.

c. Pellagra results from a poor diet.

d. Pellagra is a contagious disease.

e. An unknown germ causes pellagra.

3. Which of the following causes pellagra?

a. Germs

b. Infected scabs or blood

c. Living in an institution

d. A diet of meat and milk

e. A lack of vitamin B
