
All living things need nitrogen in some form.  Nitrogen is an important part of proteins.  Proteins make up much of the structure of living things.  For example, muscles are made mostly of protein.


The air around you is 78 percent nitrogen, which your body cannot use.  Only a few kinds of bacteria can use nitrogen from the air.  These nitrogen-fixing bacteria live in the soil.  They change nitrogen into a form called nitrates.  Plants take in the nitrates from the soil.  Plants make protein, which animals get when they eat the plants.  When plants and animals die, they decay. Some bacteria return the nitrogen to the soil.  Other bacteria release nitrogen into the air.
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PR ENES/Y) SCIENCE

Questions 4 through 7 refer to the following information.

All living things need nitrogen in some form. Nitrogen is an important part of
proteins. Proteins make up much of the structure of living things. For example,
muscles are made mostly of protein.

The air around you is 78 percent nitrogen, which your body cannot use. Only a few
kinds of bacteria can use nitrogen from the air. These nitrogen-fixing bacteria live in the
soil. They change nitrogen into a form called nitrates. Plants take in the nitrates from
the soil. Plants make protein, which animals get when they eat the plants. When plants
and animals die, they decay. Some bacteria return the nitrogen to the soil. Other
bacteria release nitrogen into the air.

Nitrogen gas in air

Proteins
in animals

Match each organism with its source of nitrogen.

Organism Nitrogen source
4. animals a. air
Al s plants b. protein

: e : c. nitrates
6. nitrogen-fixing bacteria

Fill in the blank with the word or words that best complete the statement.

2 Lightning can cause a chemical reaction in which nitrogen from the





Match each organism with its source of nitrogen.

	
	Animals
	a. air

	
	Plants
	b. protein

	
	Nitrogen-fixing bacteria
	c. nitrates


Lightning can cause a chemical reaction in which nitrogen from the air is changed into nitrates.  This result is similar to the action of the ___________________________.

