
Because controlling the process of fusion of Earth would solve the world’s energy problems for all time, many researchers are working hard to solve the many problems associated with fusion research.  One of the biggest problems is that, as far as we know, fusion only occurs when temperatures are about as hot as the interior of the Sun.  No known container could hold the fusion reaction without melting.

In the last decade, scientists were astonished when two researchers announced that they had achieved fusion, at room temperature.  Their process, called cold fusion, was immediately found suspect by many in the scientific community.  Suspicion grew when other scientists were unable to replicate the experiment.  Then a well-respected international team of scientists confirmed the cold-fusion results.  The race for cold fusion was on.  Unfortunately, the only result so far is that several scientists have been injured and one killed in laboratory explosions related to cold-fusion testing.

1.  Which of the following is the only known place where fusion occurs?

a. In magnetic fields

b. In fluorescent light bulbs

c. In laboratories

d. Inside stars

2. This passage implies that the argument over whether or not cold fusion is a realistic energy alternative is fueled by the inability of many scientists to do which of the following?

a. To understand the details of the experiment

b. To repeat the experiment

c. To accept another scientist’s success

d. To drop their fusion research 

e. To get research funding

3. According to the passage, what is a major problem of hot-fusion research?

a. The reaction occurs at temperatures as hot as the interior of the Sun

b. No container can hold the fusion reaction without melting

c. Scientists do not know what kind of fuel to use for the reaction

d. A and b

