Science Reading – Main Idea


Smog is a type of air pollution that can be seen and felt.  It hovers over our major cities.  Smog irritates our lungs.  It also burns our eyes and even blots out the sunlight.  Smog occurs when the incomplete combustion of gasoline releases the hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide (CO) into the atmosphere.  The CO reduces the amount of oxygen supplied to the body’s cells.  This makes smog particularly dangerous to people who have heart or lung disease.  Because everybody suffers from the health hazards of air pollution, there is an increasing emphasis on strong measures to protect the environment.
1. Which of the following is the main idea of this passage?

a. Air pollution can be seen in the smog over our cities.

b. Air pollution burns our eyes and irritates our lungs.

c. High levels of CO are dangerous to people who have heart and lung disease.

d. Air pollution is a health hazard.

e. We must protect our environment.

2. What does the passage suggest about the problem of air pollution?

a. Smog will continue to increase.

b. Government regulations may help us to preserve our environment.

c. It is not a serious health hazard.

d. It is especially dangerous to people who have heart or lung disease.

e. The situation will only get worse.

3. Where is the main idea expressed in this passage?


a. The opening sentence

b. The fourth sentence

c. The fifth sentence

d. The last sentence

e. Not expressed at all


When ocean water is heated by the Sun, water from the surface evaporates and becomes an invisible gas known as water vapor, which mixes with the air.  As the air moves in currents or winds, the air rises and is cooled.

Cooling decreases the air’s ability to hold water.  At a certain temperature, known as the dew point, the air cannot hold any more water vapor.  Water droplets form.  When these become too heavy, gravity takes over, and the particles fall from the clouds as rain or snow.


Part of the water that reaches the ground is used by plants and evaporates without ever reaching the sea.  Some of the water runs directly into streams.  Some water sinks to the level of saturated ground.  This groundwater and the streams it feeds eventually flow back to the ocean to complete the water cycle.

1. Which of the following is a probable effect of insufficient rainfall?

a. Streams overflow

b. Evaporation doesn’t take place

c. The air becomes saturated

d. The ground does not become saturated enough to feed streams

e. Plants continue to release water vapor as usual

2. Which of the following pairs of terms have the same meaning?

a. Dew point and temperature

b. Evaporated water and water vapor

c. Cloud and particle

d. Evaporation and condensation

e. Precipitation and infiltration

3. What is the main idea of this passage?

a. Water travels in an endless cycle of evaporation and condensation

b. Clouds are formed when air is saturated and can hold no more water vapor

c. Oceans are fed through rivers and streams

d. Water condenses when saturated air is cooled to the dew point

e. Plants five off water vapor in a process called photosynthesis

