
Although researchers have made great advances in the struggle against acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), no one has yet answered the question of how the disease got started.  Researchers think they have a possible answer, however.  A virus similar to HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) is present in nonhuman primates.  From the 1920s to the 1950s, a number of people took part in a research study to find out if malaria parasites from primates would also affect humans.  As part of the research, some humans received blood from nonhuman primates.  The nonhuman primates may have been infected with the HIV-like virus.  Scientists speculate that the virus may have mutated and infected a human, causing the disease AIDS.

1. Based on the facts in the passage, how is the HIV virus spread?

a. through monkeys

b. through malaria patients

c. through mosquitoes

d. through saliva

e. through blood

2. Which of the following do scientists assume because the HIV virus that affects nonhuman primates is not the same as the HIV virus that affects humans?
a. A mutation occurred.

b. An accident occurred.

c. The human HIV virus is more dangerous.

d. The human HIV virus is not curable.

e. The two are not related.

3. What is acquired immunodeficiency syndrome better know as?

a. HIV

b. ACDU

c. IDS

d. PTU

e. AIDS
