
Children have been singing about “cockles and mussels” for many years but many people don’t know what they are.  Both are types of shellfish.  Mussels are the better known of the two.  Freshwater mussels are common in North American lakes.  They look like skinny, deep blue clams.


Cockles are rarely found along American shores.  They are similar to soft-shelled clams.  The coast of Wales is covered with cockles.  One 320-acre area was estimated to hold 450 million cockles.  In Wales, the cockle-pickers are always busy.  Whole villages depend on cockle-gathering to make a living.  Cockles reproduce and grow very rapidly.  The frequent digging does very little to slow them down.  A whole bed of cockles, however, may suddenly decide to move to a new place.  When this happens, the people who pick cockles have to pack up and move, too.

1.  What is the best title for this selection?

a. Cockles in Wales  
b. Old Children’s Songs

c. Two Kind of Shellfish

d. Mussels in North American Lakes

2. Suppose you were going to write a research paper in which you describe cockles. Which one of these details would be important to you?

a. Cockles are rarely found along American shores.
b. They look like skinny, deep blue clams.
c. They are similar to soft-shell clams.
d. In Wales, the cockle-pickers are always busy.
3. What are two important supporting details of this selection?

a. Mussels look like skinny, deep blue clams.  A bed of mussels can relocate itself.
b. People who pick mussels in Wales are always busy.  Cockles reproduce and grow rapidly.
c. Mussels are common in North America.  Cockles are common in Wales.
d. Cockles and mussels are mentioned in a children’s song.  Many people know a great deal about cockles and mussels.

4. What happens when a whole bed of cockles moves to a new place?

a. Villagers bring them back.
b. The cockle-pickers are kept busy.
c. The people who pick from that bed follow it.
d. The cockles reproduce quickly.
