
Cancer is the term used to describe a group of diseases in which there is an uncontrolled growth of abnormal cells.  Masses of these abnormal cells are called tumors.  One in six deaths in the United States is caused by cancer, and the number is increasing as people live longer lives.  For men, the leading types of cancer are cancers of the lung, prostate, and colon.  For women, the leading types of cancer are cancers of the breast, colon, and uterus.

Although scientists have not found out why cancer develops, they have discovered that certain substances play a critical role in causing this disease.  For example, tars in tobacco smoke can contribute to lung cancer.  Diets that are high in fat can contribute to cancer of the colon.  Prolonged exposure to the ultraviolet rays of the Sun can contribute to skin cancer.  In addition, hundreds of chemicals have been found to cause cancer.  Some of these chemicals have entered our food supply as food additives.


Cancer may be cured by removing or destroying the cancerous growth.  Currently, surgery, radiation treatment, and chemotherapy are used to destroy cancer cells.  Scientists are also developing several new treatments that may prove to be effective as cancer cures:  the use of interferon, heat therapy, and nutrition counseling.
1. Which of the following is not mentioned as a possible cause of cancer?

a. Chemicals in food

b. Tar in tobacco smoke

c. Diets high in fat

d. Exposure to the Sun’s ultraviolet rays

e. Air pollution

2. According to the passage, which of the following has been associated with cancer of the colon?

a. Diets high in fat

b. Tars in tobacco smoke

c. Exposure to asbestos

d. Food additives

e. Exposure to ultraviolet rays

3. Which of the following best represents the author’s opinion about the increasing number of cancer-related deaths?

a. The FDA has been lax in notifying the public of possible carcinogenic substances

b. The number of chemical additive in our food in increasing

c. As people live longer, they are exposed to more cancer-causing agents

d. Since more and more people smoke, the incidence of lung cancer has increase.

e. More cancer patients are using “quack” cures that only aggravate their conditions and postpone proper treatment.

