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Questions 24 and 25 are based on the passage and diagram below.

Most parts of the world experience four season

divided by equinoxes and solstices. (Find these on the diagram below.)
opposite in the Southern Hemisphere. When we experience summer in the United States,

South America are having winter.

s—spring, summer, fall, and winter. The seasons are

All four seasons are the
people in

WHY THE EARTH HAS SEASONS

March 20

Vernal (Spring) Equinox—
day and night nearly equal

) 1 The Earth circles the sun
| with its axis tilted about
23 degrees.

# Spring in
Northern
Hemisphere

June 21

The Northern Hemisphere
has its shortest day in
December, when it tilts
away from the sun.

m

December 21

Summer Solstice—
longest day of the year

4 The Northern Hemisphere
! tilts toward the sun in June;
its longest day comes then.

Winter Solstice—
shortest day of the year

3 An equinox occurs each
Spring and Fall when the
noon sun is overhead at
the equator.

September 22
Autumnal Equinox—
day and night nearly equal

24. Why does the Northern Hemisphere have its
shortest day of the year on December 217

(1) because at that time the Northern
Hemisphere is tilted toward, the sun

(2) because at that time the Northern
Hemisphere is tilted away from the sun

(3) because at that time an equinox marks
the beginning of winter

(4) because at that time a solstice marks the
beginning of summer

(5) because at that time the sun's rays are

direcily over Ine eop@or

25. If you were an avid skier, on which date
would you find the most snow-covered ski
slopes in the Southern Hemisphere?

(1) December 21
(2) January 21

(3) March 20

(4) June 21

(5) September 22




1. Why does the Northern Hemisphere have its shortest day of the year on December 21?

a. Because at that time the Northern Hemisphere is tilted toward the sun.

b. Because at that time the Northern Hemisphere is tilted away from the sun.

c. Because at that time an equinox marks the beginning of winter.

d. Because at that time a solstice marks the beginning of summer.

e. Because at that time the sun’s rays are directly over the equator.

2. If you were an avid skier, on which date would you find the most snow-covered ski slopes in the Southern Hemisphere?

a. December 21

b. January 21

c. March 20

d. June 21

e. September 22 
